Self-Assessment of Position Paper			Name________________________________  Hour _______
Position Paper Topic:____________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _GoBack]Submit this self-assessment with your final draft. Be honest with yourself for the best possible outcome. You still have time to revise. Number the paragraphs in your paper before you begin your self-assessment. 

State your thesis (copy it verbatim below):

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Does your thesis statement have each of the following qualities? 
· arguableIf not, what do you need to do to make your thesis statement more arguable, more plausible, or clearer?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· plausible
· clear






What strategy do you use to hook your reader? ___________________________________________________________________

On a scale of 1-5, how effective is it?  	1	2	3	4	5

Do you provide sufficient background information for the reader?  	Y   or   N   (circle one)

In which paragraph(s) do you provide background information for your reader?	Paragraph #s  ____________________


What are the main arguments you use to support your position?  (State them concisely.)

1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the counter arguments to your position that you discuss? (State them concisely.)
1. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________________________________________


Check to see that each body paragraphs focuses on only one idea each. Which paragraphs could be revised to be more cohesive around a single idea?  Paragraph #s ________________________________
What transitions do you use to move your reader from one idea to the next? (Write a few examples) _________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What strategy do you use to conclude your paper?  _________________________________________________________________

On a scale of 1-5, how effective is it?  	1	2	3	4	5


MLA
Have you supported your position with a sufficient number of credible sources? 	Y   or   N   (circle one)

	How do you know your sources are credible?  _______________________________________________________________

	____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Have you provided parenthetical citations for each idea that you quoted or paraphrased from a source? 	Y   or   N

	Does the citation look like this (Author #) or (“Short title” #), where # is the page or paragraph number?	Y   or   N
	
	Do you use more than one source to support an idea within each paragraph? 	Y   or   N

Do you have a Works Cited list that (check each one that applies)
· Is alphabetized?
· Follows MLA style precisely?  (See www.owl.english.purdue.edu for help.)
· Was checked for accuracy if you used a citation generator?
· Uses a hanging indentation?
· Uses the same text font (Size and style) as your paper and is double spaced?

Have you edited your paper to make sure you have complete sentences and no run-ons (Reading your paper aloud and stopping where there is punctuation is a good way to check this.) 	Y   or   N

Summarize:  What are your three priorities for making this the best paper you can in the remaining time you have left before the due date? Be specific.

1.  


2.  


3. 



